Home Is Where the Habitat Is

* Hook: My Home is My Habitat

* Ask each student to think about their home and the basic needs it provides:
- asafe place to live
- home to other family members
- warm and comfortable
- the best place to find good food and clothing
- close to their friends" houses
- near playgrounds and parks

* Explain that a person’s home, neighbourhood and community can be called
one’s habitat. Since some of us live in cities and some of us live in the country,
people choose different habitats to live in — and so do birds. But like all plants and
animals, over thousand of years, birds have become adapted to live in habitats
that provide favourable conditions for feeding, breeding and nesting.

* Tell the class that today they will learn about the habitats of some special Renfrew
County birds, and what we can all do to help protect these habitats for these
special birds.

* Hands-on Activity: Birds and Their Basic Needs

1. Introduce the class to the natural features that define various habitats common
to Ontario birds:
* Wetlands: cat tails, pond, creek or swamp, lily pads, dead logs and trees

* Near Water: sandy or rocky beach shoreline, large body of fresh water
(lake or river)

* Near Forest: abandoned fields with tall grasses, shrubs and scattered trees
* Forest: tall trees, mosses and ferns, hollow tree trunks (snags)
* High Places: cliffs, hydro poles, tall buildings, towers, chimneys
* Open Spaces: fields, tundra
2. Give each student a Bird Profile colouring sheet and ask them to colour the
birds and print the bird colours, habitat type and basic needs.
3. If Internet access is available, have the students go online and play the interactive
Flying to Survive! migration game:
www.bonnecherepark.on.ca/games/game-birds.html

Discussion

* Can you think of where birds live near your school or home?
* Why is this good habitat for birds?
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Age Range: 5 to 8 years

Time: Two 60-minute sessions
(one indoors, one outdoors)
Themes: Habitats common to
Renfrew County bird species
at risk.
Resources
* Habitat: There for the Birds!
info sheets
* class set of Bird Profile
colouring sheets
(1 per student)
* crayons and markers
* outdoor play area

* pavement chalk or stick for
drawing in the sand

* whistle
Optional
* computer lab

Learning Outcomes
Students investigate the
importance of habitat in the
survival and protection of
Renfrew County bird species-
at-risk.
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* Outdoor Activity: Habitat Hopscotch

Adapted from the Texas Commission for Environmental Quality: www.tceq.state.tx.us

1. Reinforce the idea that while most of the bird habitats mentioned above are
found in Renfrew County, one is far, far away. In late summer and fall, most
local birds fly south - to Wintering Grounds — to escape our cold seasons. This
behavioural adaptation is called migration, which involves flying great distances WINTER.

to avoid the cold. During migration, birds must find food and shelter. Because of
habitat loss, finding proper migration habitat is getting harder and harder. While /\
migration boosts an individual bird’s chances of survival, it poses hazards as well

(see Info Sheet). L ’ [
2. In the playground, draw several large hopscotch courses on the pavement with

chalk or in the sand using a stick. There should be 10 squares per course. Number

the squares 1 to 10. Mark the top of the course WINTER and the bottom of the r ’ ’

course SUMMER.

3. Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4 and have them line up at the bottom of
the various courses. Tell the students that they are birds starting their journey south <
and that each of the squares represents a habitat area between Renfrew County
and Mexico.

4. In traditional hopscotch fashion, students are then challenged to migrate 1
southward on the course one at a time. They do not have to step on every square,
however, they must hop WITHIN the lines. All students should be successful in the gu E R
first migration. MM

5. Now, tell the students you are a developer who has destroyed a habitat to build
new houses. Draw a large “X” on square number 3. Ask the students to make the
migration once again, however the students may not set foot on the destroyed
habitat. If they do, they die and may not participate in any further migrations.

6. After all students have run through, destroy several more squares one at a time
(due to forest fire, flood, wetland drainage, tree harvesting) and repeat the
procedure having them migrate from south to north (winter to summer) and back
again. Repeat this process until all students fail to make the migration. Try to mark
off the squares in such a way that not all are destroyed but are so far apart students
cannot make the jump. This will help them comprehend the discussion that follows.

Discussion

* Why did some birds die earlier than others?

* Why did the rest of the birds die?

* Why did the birds die even though some habitats remained at the end of the game?
e Why is it important to save bird habitats in all regions of the world?
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